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negotiations with Sian and pushed ahead with the
attack on the rebels. The venerable Yu Yu-jen, indeed,
set out for Shensi in a luxurious private car, where he
wished to interview Feng Ching-tsai and buy over
that defaulter from the North-west. But the fate of
Chiang Kai-shek seems to have left Nanking singu-
larly unmoved.
Hostilities had broken out to the east of Sian shortly
after the coup, and spasmodic actions continued for
several days. Nanking planes bombed a number of
towns along the Lunghai railway, and squadrons of
bombers flew in formation over Sian itself. But no
provocation was given by the rebels, who contented
themselves with preparations for the defence of Sian.
On December i8th, General Chiang Ting-wen, a
right-hand man of the Generalissimo, was released
from Sian, and flew to Nanking with an autographed
letter from his chief to Ho Ying-chin. This letter
stated that Chiang Kai-shek expected to return to
the capital within a week; meantime he asked that
hostilities, and especially bombing operations, be
suspended.
Madame Chiang Kai-shek, in her account of the
Sian crisis, has vividly described the atmosphere in
military circles at Nanking during these hectic days.
Almost single-handed she was struggling against what
she characterises as "an unhealthy obsession on the
part of leading military officers, who asserted that they
felt it their inexorable duty to mobilise the military
machine forthwith, and launch an immediate puni-
tive expedition to attack Sian." Ho Ying-chin, as
Minister of War, had taken over control of the air
force; and Loyang, an important military centre in
Honan, was an excellent base for an attack on the